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Summary 

Funds for the judicial branch are included annually in the Financial Services and General 
Government (FSGG) Appropriations bill. The bill provides funding for the Supreme Court; the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit; the U.S. Court of International Trade; the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals and District Courts; Defender Services; Court Security; Fees of Jurors and 
Commissioners; the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts; the Federal Judicial Center; the 
U.S. Sentencing Commission; and Judicial Retirement Funds. 

The judiciary’s FY20 16 budget request of $7,533 billion was submitted on February 2, 2015. By 
law, the President includes the requests submitted by the judiciary in the annual budget 
submission without change. 

The House and Senate Appropriations Committees’ Financial Services and General Government 
Subcommittees held hearings in February and March to consider the FY20 16 judiciary request. 

The FY2016 budget request represents a 3.7% increase over the FY2015 enacted level of $7,261 
billion provided in the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 (P.L. 1 13- 
235, Division E, Title 111, enacted December 16, 2014). 

Appropriations for the judiciary comprise approximately 0.2% of total budget authority. 
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FY2016 Consideration: Overview of Actions 

The first section of this report provides an overview of the consideration of FY20 1 6 judiciary 
appropriations, with subsections covering each major action, including 

• the initial submission of the request on February 2, 2015; 

• hearings held by the Flouse and Senate Financial Services Subcommittees; and 

• the House subcommittee markup on June 10, 2015. 

The status is summarized in Table 1. This overview is followed by a section on prior-year actions 
and funding. The report then provides an overview of judiciary accounts. 

Status of FY2016 Appropriations: Dates of Action, Bill Numbers, and Reports 

Table I . Status of Judiciary Appropriations, FY20 1 6 

Conference Report 

Committee Markup Approval 



House Senate Conference 

House Senate Passage Passage Report House Senate Public Law 



Source: Congressional Research Service examination of data from http://congress.gov/. 

Note: In recent years, the House has held a subcommittee markup prior to the full committee markup. The 
House subcommittee held its markup on June 10, 2015. 



Submission of FY2016 Budget Request on February 2, 2015 

The Budget for Fiscal Year 2016 was submitted on February 2, 2015. It contains a request for 
$7,533 billion in new budget authority for judicial branch activities. 1 By law, the judicial branch 
request is submitted to the President and included in the budget submission without change. 2 



Senate and House Hearings on the FY2016 Budget Request 

Table 2 lists the dates of judiciary-related hearings of the financial services subcommittees in 
2015. Prepared statements of witnesses were posted on the subcommittee websites. 3 



1 Office of Management and Budget, Appendix, Budget of the United States Government, FY2016 (Washington: GPO, 
2014), pp. 13-44, available at https://www. whiteliouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/leg.pdf. 

2 Pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1 105, “Estimated expenditures and proposed appropriations for the legislative branch and the 
judicial branch to be included in each budget ... shall be submitted to the President ... and included in the budget by the 
President without change.” Division C of the FY2012 Consolidated Appropriations Act (P.L. 1 12-74) added language 
to 3 1 U.S.C. 1107 relating to budget amendments, stating: “The President shall transmit promptly to Congress without 
change, proposed deficiency and supplemental appropriations submitted to the President by the legislative branch and 
the judicial branch.” 

3 Witnesses included Justice Anthony Kennedy and Justice Stephen Breyer from the Supreme Court; Judge Julia 
Gibbons, chair of the Committee on the Budget of the Judicial Conference; and James Duff, Director of the 
(continued...) 
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